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FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

What we know

• A Church of irresistible influence seeks to be a church the reconnects with the community in a way that makes the 

church real and reachable

• The church’s most effective way of reconnecting ‘church & culture’ is possessing genuine love that connects DEEDS 

with WORDS

• A chasm exist between Church and community when the church exists for itself instead of focusing on Biblical 

standards of courage, faithfulness, changed lives, not merely making people happy.

• Members will always remain stagnant and stifled when we become overly connected to the ministry and disconnected 

from the Church’s mission.

• When the mission is ignored the Church is reduced to irrelevance and frustration becomes another barrier to 

bridgebuilding in the mission to reach the communities in which we are planted.



BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

The bridge that is desperately needed will never be constructed on truth alone. 

Faithfully preaching the Word might be foundational, but the bridge must be securely suspended by the Great 

Commandment and the Great Commission. 

Believers must demonstrate a loving God to a watching world by their actions. What importance does the Bible give to 

good works? 

It says we must let others see our good deeds. (Matthew 5:16) It says we must love our enemies and do good to them. 

(Luke 6:27-36)  It says we must never grow weary of doing good (Galatians 6:9) and that we must be rich in good 

deeds.(1st Tim. 6:18) We are even to spur other believers to engage in good deeds. (Heb. 10:24)

Without these evidences, the Church will remain an impotent force. “What the world waits to see is whether what we 

have is better than what they have.”



FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47 NIV)

Introduction

Acts 2 describes the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the early disciples, their preaching of the gospel, and the 

beginnings of the Christian church. Amidst the description of the character and practice of this early church in 

Jerusalem, we come to the often discussed and sometimes controversial statement:

"Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. They sold their possessions and property and 

distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need," (Acts 2:44-45)



FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

This pattern is repeated in Acts 4:

"Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one said that any of his 

possessions was his own, but instead they held everything in common. And the apostles were giving testimony 

with great power to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on all of them. For there was not a 

needy person among them, because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the 

things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet. This was then distributed for each person’s basic needs." 

(Acts 4:32-35)

This isn’t merely people getting together because they were bored... this text represents people gathering with 

each other for a specific purpose...

The word used for fellowship is the Greek word- koinonia... partnership, i.e. (literally) participation, or (social) 

intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction:--(to) communicate(-ation), communion, (contri-)distribution, fellowship.

•Partnership... something agreed to by two or more people on the basis of shared interest...a sharer, i.e. 

associate:--companion, X fellowship, partaker, partner.



FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

Common, i.e. (literally) shared by all or several, or (ceremonially) profane:--common, defiled, unclean, unholy.

If all of these things are true then... What’s the text suggesting?

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common.” (Acts 2:42-44 NIV)

•In common, we believe the same thing... “you like this? I like it too!”

•Liking the same thing doesn’t mean being the same person... similar interests...

•Similar interests / beliefs brought them together.

•Commonality suggests a COMMON-UNITY… That’s what makes a community… Compassion, empathy, 

commitment to a cause.



FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

“They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 

and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.” (Acts 2:45-47 NIV)

Fellowship of believers

Singular Belief---

Sole focus ( the only)--- Agenda driven church won’t work… any agenda that’s ultimately not aligned with 

God’s has a time attached to it that’s destined to fade…and you’ll be looking for the next hot thing… 

Mission of the Church.

Sincere hearts--- People don’t care how much you know UNTIL they know how much you care.



THE CHURCH OF IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE

The Bridge Builder

BY WILL ALLEN DROMGOOLE

An old man going a lone highway,

Came, at the evening cold and gray,

To a chasm vast and deep and wide.

Through which was flowing a sullen tide

The old man crossed in the twilight dim,

The sullen stream had no fear for him;

But he turned when safe on the other side

And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,

“You are wasting your strength with building here;

Your journey will end with the ending day,

You never again will pass this way;

You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and wide,

Why build this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old gray head;

“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said,

“There followed after me to-day

A youth whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm that has been as naught to me

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;

Good friend, I am building this bridge for him!”



ACTIVE FAITH
THE CHURCH OF IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE (SUPPLEMENT)



FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

What we know

• A Church of irresistible influence seeks to be a church the reconnects with the community in a way that makes the 

church real and reachable

• The church’s most effective way of reconnecting ‘church & culture’ is possessing genuine love that connects DEEDS 

with WORDS

• A chasm exist between Church and community when the church exists for itself instead of focusing on Biblical 

standards of courage, faithfulness, changed lives, not merely making people happy.

• Members will always remain stagnant and stifled when we become overly connected to the ministry and disconnected 

from the Church’s mission.

• When the mission is ignored the Church is reduced to irrelevance and frustration becomes another barrier to 

bridgebuilding in the mission to reach the communities in which we are planted.



BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

The bridge that is desperately needed will never be constructed on truth alone. 

The Father Revealed

7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”
8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 

seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father 

in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the 

works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works 

themselves.

The Answered Prayer

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these 

he will do, because I go to My Father. (John 14:7-12 NKJV)



BIBLICAL IMPLICATIONS

Believers must demonstrate a loving God to a watching world by their actions.

Faith Without Works Is Dead
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a 

brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and 

filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, 

if it does not have works, is dead.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without [f]your works, and I will show you 

my faith by [g]my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But 

do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is [h]dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by 

works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and 

by works faith was made [i]perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it 

was [j]accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by 

works, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out 

another way?
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. (James 2:14-26 NKJV)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30312f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30312g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30314h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30316i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30317j


BIBLICAL IMPLICATIONS

Believers must demonstrate a loving God to a watching world by their actions.

ACTIVE FAITH AS REVEALED IN OUR TEXTS

• Jesus shares the attitude that belief in Him can be traced through the works he did…not merely the words He says.

• Jesus helps us realize the value of proof through perception. Many people will deny/reject what we say but will cannot 

deny what we consistently do.

• The consistency of what Jesus did validated His ministry as one that could be trusted and ultimately embodied as a 

mindset for all mankind to create a harmonious society and show the world God’s heart

• James text reveals the activity of a living faith in men/women committed to the cause of Christ. 

• Our obedience will always costs us something but will ultimately yield the fruit of others being influenced by Godly 

people.

• Active faith takes from itself to give to others, and produces in others the essence of what was initially given. 



BIBLICAL IMPLICATIONS

“I Will Build My Church” 

Ideas produce churches. The idea that drives the ministry of Fellowship Bible Church can be summarized with two pecks 

on the computer~ It stands for irresistible influence. The question we always keep before us is: Do you really believe what 

our Lord said about the Church? He stated His big idea in Matthew 16:18 when He said, “On this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell shall not overcome it.” (have power over it)

Jesus’ statement pictures a Church on the offensive, not one which sits back and waits on the unbelieving world to come 

to its turf. He believed the Church would embody His big idea. He lived it out in His ministry. And when He left earth, He 

commanded His followers to spread out and make disciples all over the world.

What importance does the Bible give to good works or what we’re calling active faith? It says we must let others see our 

good deeds. It says we must love our enemies and do good to them. It says we must never grow weary of doing good and 

that we must be rich in good deeds. We are even to spur other believers to engage in good deeds. Without these 

evidences, the Church will remain an impotent force. “What the world waits to see is whether what we have is better than 

what they have.”



BIBLICAL IMPLICATIONS

“I Will Build My Church” 

Ideas produce churches. The idea that drives the ministry of Fellowship Bible Church can be summarized with two pecks 

on the computer~ It stands for irresistible influence. The question we always keep before us is: Do you really believe what 

our Lord said about the Church? He stated His big idea in Matthew 16:18 when He said, “On this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell shall not overcome it.” 

Jesus’ statement pictures a Church on the offensive, not one which sits back and waits on the unbelieving world to come 

to its turf. He believed the Church would embody His big idea. He lived it out in His ministry. And when He left earth, He 

commanded His followers to spread out and make disciples all over the world.



FROM PEW TO PARTICIPATION
THE CHURCH OF IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE (SUPPLEMENT)



WHERE WE’VE BEEN

 FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

 - Actively sharing the Gospel messing by being a reflection of the message in society

 ACTIVE FAITH

 - Faith without works is dead… works won’t save, but they do show salvation and a deep rooted commitment to the 

Gospel message

 FROM PEW TO PARTICIPATION

 - What does it look like for me to actively partner with my church or community in efforts that make a difference 

while building the Kingdom



LOST ON AN ISLAND

 The church that lives on an island is lost. Island life is safe and comfortable. Focusing on programs designed 

to help the members, the church has retreated from its true purpose. It moves in a circular motion around 

itself and never in a straight line toward God’s vision. Then someone has the audacity to recommend that a 

bridge be built so that the church can move from its comfort zones to the people God wants it to reach. 

Connecting the church island with the real world will always bring change, challenges, and conflicts.

 How does the church move people from pew to participation? How does the church move its members from 

concern about their own well-being to a genuine passion for those outside the walls where life and ministry 

can get very messy? Transitioning into a church of irreversible influence means moving “from being served to 

serving, from finding community in the church to impacting the community as the church, from retreating to 

influencing, from isolation to engagement”



ROADBLOCKS TO PARTICIPATION

 FEAR

 CONFUSION

 LACK OF DIRECTION

 IMPACT



ROADBLOCKS TO 

PARTICIPATION

FEAR
 The Biblical implication of this familiar scripture was initially spoken 

to Timothy in a call for HIM to use his gift that was generational, but 
spiritual in nature.

 The reality of bridge work is that things will change. And change 
generates tremendous fear in members. Leaders must convince 
their congregations that the church is not “our” church, but “God’s” 
church. 

 Some fear the unknown. At the thoughts of ministry outside the 
walls, members ask, “What is on the other side of the bridge?” 
Others say, “We’ve not traveled this way before.” 

 Others fear inadequacy. Believers perceive themselves to be unable 
and/or unworthy. Consequently, it becomes easy to withdraw from 
the world. And that is why we end up building clubs and fortresses 
instead of missional churches. We prefer to give money to 
missionaries instead of giving ourselves to the community

2 Timothy 1:7

King James Version

7 For God hath not given us the 

spirit of fear; but of power, and of 

love, and of a sound mind.



ROADBLOCKS TO 

PARTICIPATION

CONFUSION
 The Biblical implication of this familiar scripture was hinged 

on Paul's conversation about spiritual gifts and the use of 
them in Churches. It was a call to our mindset pertaining to 
all that God has gifted us with through the Holy Spirit… 
PEACE brings clarity to our work and allows God’s spirit to 
flow freely through it.

 Confusion can rear its ugly head ultimately producing foggy 
perceptions of what the Church/ ministry should do, not 
what we all can offer.

 Fellowship Church has designed a three-month process 
which clear communication roots out confusion by helping 
members understand their gifts and abilities and the kinds 
of ministry settings that can use those gift mixes.

1 Corinthians 14:33

King James Version

33 For God is not the author of 

confusion, but of peace, as in all 

churches of the saints.



ROADBLOCKS TO 

PARTICIPATION

LACK OF DIRECTION

 adblock #3 The third roadblock is lack of direction. The 

“how” question actually is not as important as the “what” 

question. People do not just want to “put time” in ministry. 

 They want to engage themselves in areas based on their 

personalities, spiritual gifts, and motivations. Fellowship 

Church has designed a four-week seminar “Servants by 

Design” that addresses these issues. It is not enough merely 

to help people discover how God has wired them.

 It is absolutely essential that the church identify a wide 

spectrum of ministry possibilities so that there will be a fit 

for each person.

Philippians 2:13

New King James Version

13 for it is God who works in you 

both to will and to 

do for His good pleasure.



ROADBLOCKS TO 

PARTICIPATION

impact
 Roadblock #4 The final roadblock deals with the questions 

of impact. Often people wonder what difference they can 
make. With all the problems in culture, realistically can there 
be any lasting impact? 

 The best way to confront this roadblock is theologically not 
philosophically. Take a look at the early Church. Those 
Christians believed that God gave them a special calling. 

 He entrusted them with a sacred duty. They did not measure 
success by how much the culture changed. They measured 
success by how well they loved and served others and 
brought glory to God. So the question, “What difference can 
I make?” is not the right question. The right question is, 
“What has God called me to do?” 

Philippians 2:13

New King James Version

13 for it is God who works in you 

both to will and to 

do for His good pleasure.


